
Jerusalem:  
The Municipality in Detail"
1.  Territorial Jurisdiction"
2.  Population and demographic characteristics "
3.  Costs of the Security Situation"
4.  Economic Profile of the Population of Jerusalem"
5.  Industry, Trade, Tourism"
6.  Infrastructure"



Jerusalem:  
The Municipality in Detail"
1.   Territorial Jurisdiction"



 
"

Before 1967 "- "38.1 thousand dunams"
From "1967  "- "108.0 thousand dunams"
Since "1993" "- "126.3 thousand dunams"

The Municipality of Jerusalem's jurisdiction covers 
a total land area of approximately 126,000 
dunams (about 30,000 acres). "

In comparison, the land area of Tel-Aviv-Jaffa is 
approximately 51,000 dunams while Haifa's is 
approximately 58,000."



The Municipality in Detail (cont’d)"

1.  Territorial Jurisdiction"
2.   Population and demographic characteristics "



a) Demography 1980-2000 "

The population of Jerusalem, as censused at the end of 2000, was 
657,500 people, of which 448,800 were Jews (68.3%) and 
208,700 were non-Jews (31.7%). "

In comparison, at the end of 2000, the population of Tel-Aviv was 
approximately 354,000 people and that of Haifa was 
approximately 270,000."

The heterogeneous structure of Jerusalem (which includes Jews and 
non-Jews which consist of subgroups. Jews- ultra-orthodox, 
orthodox, secular, and non-Jews: Christians, Muslims, etc.) 
requires a variety of answers pertaining to all of the different and 
unique needs of each of the groups."





Trends and Projections	

•  Between 1980 and 2000, while Jewish population increased in total 

numbers, its ratio sank by 3.75%.	

•  At the same time, the non-Jewish (mostly Muslim Arab) ratio of the 

population increased by 3.55%. 	

•  Projections differ in numbers but agree that “on almost any reasonable 

assumptions (…) the Jewish proportion of the population is heading 
steadily downwards” (Wasserstein p. 357). 	


•  The estimated ratio (by 2020) varies between 62:38 and 57:43. 	

•  These figures are limited to the current municipality. If one includes 

the wider metropolitan area, the ratio was roughly equal by 2000, with 
Arab growth estimated to outnumber Jewish growth, due to greater 
rate of natural increase.	




b) Growth Causes (2000)"

Natural growth: approximately 15,100 people"
New immigrants: approximately 4,300 people"
The Interurban Balance of Migration (new arrivals to 

Jerusalem vs. those leaving for other towns in Israel): 
approximately -8,300"

Citizens living abroad: approximately -1,400"
The rest: approximately 1,400"
Total Growth: 11,200"
(Source: Central Bureau of Statistics, a collection of population files, 2000)"



Reasons for Growth	


The dominant factor that contributed to 
population expansion in Jerusalem is 
natural growth."

The following are some of the details of 
two forms of growth: immigration and 
migration balance, and their presentation 
over a period of time."



c) Immigrants (1990-2000)"

According to the Ministry of Absorption there are right now 
approximately 65,000 immigrants in Jerusalem, the 
majority are from the Former Soviet Union, who came to 
Israel between June 1989 to the end of 2000 and they 
make up about 10 percent of the city's population."





•  Immigration from the former Soviet Union was highest in the early 
1990’s.	


•  The year 2000 saw an increase because of the expectation of peace, 
and possibly because of millenarian considerations.	


•  Immigration as a source of growth has most likely flattened since the 
second intifada.	




d) Natural Growth:  
Population of Jerusalem by Age"

Jerusalem has a very young population. According to the 
Central Bureau of Statistics in the year 2000 
approximately 44 percent of the population were aged 
0-19. "

In contrast, in Tel-Aviv in 2000, approximately 23.1 percent 
of the population was 0-19 and in Haifa approximately 
26.6 percent."

"
(Statistical Yearbook for Jerusalem, 2001, Central Bureau of Statistics, 

Table 2/11)."



One gets a sense of Jerusalem's relative youth in comparison 
to the other major cities by studying the makeup of the 
city's elderly population (aged 65+). "

According to the Central Bureau of Statistics in the year 
2000 this age group constituted only about 8 percent of 
the city’s population, whereas in Tel-Aviv they comprised 
about 17.1 percent of the population, and in Haifa they 
constituted about 17.4 percent of the population. "

(Statistical Yearbook for Jerusalem, 2001, Central Bureau of Statistics, 
Table 11/2)"





A demographic race between���
 Arabs and ultra-orthodox Jews?	


Among the Arabs in the city, approximately "
" "50 % are ages 0-19. "

"
Among the ultra-Orthodox Jews (“Haredim”) it is "
" "over 50 percent."



e) Households in Jerusalem  
by Family Size 1999"

The young composition of Jerusalem's population results in a 
high percentage of large families throughout the city. 
According to the Jerusalem Statistical Yearbook for 2000, 
the average number of persons per household in 
Jerusalem in 1999 was 3.8."

Among the city's Jewish population, the average was 3.4, 
and among the Arab population it was 5.5. Some 22.4 
percent of all households in Jerusalem consist of six or 
more persons, while 40.8 percent consist of only one or 
two persons."

A survey of the ultra-Orthodox population of Jerusalem found 
that the average number of persons per household among 
Jerusalem's ultra-Orthodox population is 5.93."





What the figures mean	


•  Almost half of the Arab population in Jerusalem lives in households 
with six or more members. 	


•  Combined with the lack of services and infrastructure, this means that 
many Arab households with small children live in poverty.	




f) Breakdown of Students in the Jerusalem 
Educational System (2001, 2002)"

The large number of children in Jerusalem is reflected in the 
city's educational system, which must provide wide scale 
responses to many different sectors of the population. 
Overall, there are close to 174,000 students in 
Jerusalem's educational system, of whom approximately 
73,000 are enrolled in the ultra-Orthodox educational 
system and approximately 31,000 in Arab schools. "

In addition there are over 20,000 students in the Arab sector 
that are in schools that are not counted with the Municipal 
Educational System (Waqf, Churches, etc.). In contrast, 
the Tel Aviv educational system encompasses 
approximately 60,000 students, while Haifa has 
approximately 51,000 students."





g) Level of Education"
According to Central Bureau of Statistics approximately 22% of 

Jerusalem's population has over 13 years of education; of these, 
10.3% has over 16 years of education. "

Approximately 27% of the Jewish population has over 13 years of 
schooling, and 12.8% of these have over 16 years of schooling. "

Similarly, the level of education among new immigrants that arrived 
in Jerusalem over the past few years has contributed to the rise 
in the numbers of people with higher education in Jerusalem: 
26.3 percent of them have more than 13 years of education. "

The high percentage of people with higher education in Jerusalem 
has enormous potential for the city's high-tech and science-
based industries, as well as for many other employment 
opportunities."



The Municipality in Detail (cont’d)"

1.  Territorial Jurisdiction"
2.  Population and demographic characteristics "
3.   Costs of the Security Situation"



Since October 2000 Jerusalem has suffered many security-
breaching events. One of the new phenomena in this area has 
been the shooting at Jerusalem communities, in particular on the 
neighborhood of Giloh."

"
In this period, through January 2002, 25 people have been injured 

along with 442 houses and 94 cars that have been damaged in 
63 days of shooting. "

"
Similarly, in addition to the security burden thrown upon the Welfare 

Departments, there was heavy responsibility placed on the 
people that had to help the families living in the neighborhood 
during the shooting as well as intensive care for the 
neighborhood due to the severe distress caused by the 
dangerous situation."



The shooting at Giloh brought about the need to shield many 
apartments in the area, since, according to the definition 
of military command headquarters, they were exposed to 
the shooting. The needs of this project forced the 
Jerusalem Municipality to set up a management team that 
was assisted by the help of many outside engineers and 
supervisors. "

The total cost of the project, funded by government money, 
will reach NIS 38,700,000, which covers the defense of 
approximately 1,000 apartments. In addition to this, a 
number of children day care centers and schools were 
shielded at the recommendation of the Army Home Front 
Command."

"
Possible research topic: How has the security situation 

changed since the building of the security fence/
separation barrier? "

See, e.g.,
http://www.ir-amim.org.il/en/issue/separation-barrier	




The Municipality in Detail (cont’d)"

1.  Territorial Jurisdiction"
2.  Population and demographic characteristics "
3.  Costs of the Security Situation"
4.   Economic Profile of the Population of Jerusalem"



a) Employed Persons  
"

(In Israel, Jerusalem, Tel-Aviv and Haifa by Economic Branch, 2000, in %.) "
The employment structure in Jerusalem is characterized by a large amount 

of people working in public, community and personal services as opposed 
to a relatively small percentage of people who work in industry, the 
financial sector or in the commercial, food and hotel services (in sharp 
contrast to Tel-Aviv Jaffa)."

"
 The high percentage of people in these sectors (particularly public 

administration, education, and health, welfare and social services) is due 
to Jerusalem being the capital of the State of Israel and therefore home 
to most government offices as well as home to the Hebrew University 
and the Jerusalem Municipality, which is the largest municipality in the 
country. The existing structure of employment has implications on the 
city's capacity to provide varied employment opportunities, the level of 
income, and as a result, on the residents' ability to purchase goods and 
services."

•  Possible research topic: compare/contrast J’lem 
and Tel Aviv"





b) The Average Monthly Wage of Workers"

(Wage Earning Families and Self Employed in Israel, in 
Jerusalem, Tel-Aviv and Haifa, 1999)."

•  According to the National Insurance Institute (Average 
Salaries and Income by Community and Other Economic 
Variables 1998-1999) at the end of 1999 there was an 
average of 168,078 employed persons in Jerusalem as 
compared to 167,382 in Tel-Aviv and 108,504 in Haifa. "

•  In 1999, the average gross salary per month for Jerusalem 
employees was NIS 6,338, which is relatively lower than 
the average wage in Tel Aviv (NIS 7,375) and Haifa (NIS 
7,395) and even the average monthly salary nationwide: 
NIS 6,494."



•  At the end of 1999 there was an average of 81,981 wage-
earning families in Jerusalem. That year, the average monthly 
wage for these families was NIS 10,934, which was significantly 
lower than the average for Tel Aviv (NIS 17,066) or Haifa (NIS 
16,011)."

•  At the end of 1999, there were 16,805 self-employed individuals 
in Jerusalem. Like employed wage-earners, the average yearly 
salary of self-employed individuals in Jerusalem was lower not 
only than that of Tel Aviv and Haifa, but also than the national 
average. In 1999 it totaled NIS 6,192 per month in Jerusalem, as 
compared to NIS 7,013 nationally, NIS 9,779 in Tel Aviv, and NIS 
8,705 in Haifa. In other words, the average monthly salary of 
self-employed individuals in Tel Aviv is 60 percent higher than 
that of Jerusalem, while Haifa s average monthly salary is 40 
percent higher"





c) Residential Density, 2000"

An important indicator of economic status is the comfort level of housing by 
the residents. The higher the economic status, the greater the level of 
comfort, which in turn makes for a lower residential density (and vice 
versa)."

Residential density in Jerusalem is relatively high. In 2000, almost 10 
percent of Jewish households had two or more persons per room, while in 
Tel Aviv and Haifa were approximately 2.5 percent and less then 2 
percent, respectively. The national average is 4.6 percent. The situation 
is even more pressing within the non-Jewish sector, where the average 
density is 1.47 persons per room in comparison to an average of 0.90 
among the Jewish population. Furthermore, 16.8 percent of all non-
Jewish households have more than 3 persons per room, as compared to 
only 2.1 percent of the city's Jewish population. In contrast, only 12.1 
percent of non-Jewish households have less than 1 person per room, as 
compared to 49.6 percent of the Jewish population."





d) Motorization in Israel and Jerusalem, Tel 
Aviv-Jaffa and Haifa, 1999"

Another indicator of Jerusalem's relatively low economic level 
is the degree of motorization, or the number of cars in the 
city. Although there has been an increase in the number of 
cars over the past few years, the figures are still low when 
compared to the figures for Israel's two other major cities 
or to the national figures. In 1999 the number of vehicles 
per person in Jerusalem was 213.4 per thousand, 
compared with 614.8 per thousand for Tel Aviv 328.5 per 
thousand for Haifa and 278.2 per thousand nationally. 
Furthermore, the number of private vehicles per thousand 
was significantly lower in Jerusalem: 166.1 for Jerusalem 
as compared to 408.5 for Tel Aviv and 264.5 for Haifa."





e) The Level of Poverty, 1999"

According to the National Insurance Institute in 1999, in respect to 
the three largest cities in Israel, Jerusalem has the highest 
poverty rate. In 1999 26.3 percent of the families in Jerusalem 
had available income below the poverty line which accounts for 
one third of the total population and 42.5 percent of the 
children. In the western part of the city (Jewish populated areas) 
18.8 percent of all families had available income below the 
poverty line which accounts for approximately 21.7 percent of 
the total population in this area and accounts for approximately 
28.9 percent of all children in the Western part of the city. "

In contrast, the national average has approximately 19.5 percent of 
the total population below the poverty line, Tel Aviv has 
approximately 11.9 percent and Haifa has approximately 12.2 
percent."





The Municipality in Detail (cont’d)"

1.  Territorial Jurisdiction"
2.  Population and demographic characteristics "
3.  Costs of the Security Situation"
4.  Economic Profile of the Population of Jerusalem"
5.   Industry, Trade, Tourism"



a) The Economic Crisis in Jerusalem"

The security problem that arose in Jerusalem at the end of 2000 
and throughout 2001 has caused a sharp economic slow down in 
industry, trade and tourism. The downturn in the economy has 
also shown in damage to the industrial area of Atarot (situated in 
the Northern section of the city) where 45 factories were closed 
in 2001 and approximately 1,200 employees, laid off, out of 
4,500)."

Similarly, following the falling off of the high tech sector worldwide, 
the industrial parks in Malcha (located in the Southern section of 
the city) and Har Hotzvim (located in the Northern section of the 
city), the most sophisticated industrial areas in the city, were 
also badly damaged."



b) The Scope of Industry in Jerusalem, 
1998-1999"

According to the Jerusalem branch of the Israel Manufacturers' Association, 
in 1998 and 1999 there was a decline in the number of industrial 
companies and the number of employed people. Despite this, there was 
an increase in revenues and exports:"

The number of industrial companies, with 5 or more workers, increased from 
7.4 percent in 1998 to 9.7 percent in 1999. "

The percentage of employees in industry in Jerusalem out of the total 
number of employees in the country did not change significantly."

Industrial revenues from Jerusalem out of the total national industrial 
revenues increased from 3.9 in 1998 percent to 4.3 percent in 1999."

The city's industrial exports out of total national industrial exports increased 
from 5.1 percent in 1998 to 6.1 percent in 1999 (the same level as 
1997)."





c) The Division of Industry in Jerusalem"
(By Major Branches, 1999 (Percentages) )."
An analysis of the structure of industrial enterprises in Jerusalem in 

1999, as presented in the preceding table, indicates the 
following trends:"

The majority of industries are involved in Metals and Machinery, 
Textiles, Apparel and Footwear and Printing and Publishing; 
followed by Food, Beverages and Tobacco Products."

The majority of industrial employees are found in Electronics, Food, 
Beverages, and Tobacco, Chemicals and Pharmaceuticals and 
following them is Printing and Publishing."



The most profitable branches in terms of revenues are found in the 
hi-tech sector: Chemicals and Pharmaceuticals and Electronics 
followed by Food, Beverages and Tobacco. Revenues from 
Chemicals and Pharmaceuticals account for 33 percent of all 
industrial revenues in Jerusalem, while Electronics account for 
28.8 percent and Food, Beverages and Tobacco account for 
10.4 percent. "

Electronics account for the highest percentage of industrial exports 
in Jerusalem, with 60.2 percent of all industrial exports. 
Chemicals and Pharmaceuticals, with 31 percent of all industrial 
exports, are the second highest.	






d) Tourism in Jerusalem"

2000 and 2001 were extreme years in terms of tourist 
development in Jerusalem. During 2000 the largest 
number of tourists ever visited the city. 2001, on the 
other hand, showed a steep decline in tourism due to the 
shootings on suburban neighborhoods, targeted attacks 
and the general non-peaceful aura in the city."

"
Update 2014: The year 2013 was a record year for tourism. 

Why is this of little comfort to tourism entrepreneurs?"



e) Hotels in Jerusalem, 2001"

According to the Central Bureau of Statistics, there are 71 
hotels that are either licensed as tourist hotels or in the 
process of receiving such licensing. Of these hotels, 38 
are located in West Jerusalem."



f) Guests and Overnight Stays in Hotels"
(In Jerusalem, 2000 (in thousands))."
In 2000 there were approximately 1,200,000 guests who 

stayed in the city's hotels, of which approximately 
895,000 were foreign tourists. Despite the security 
events of the last quarter this was the largest amount of 
tourists to visit the city in the past decade."



g) Occupancy in Hotels in Jerusalem, 2000 
(open hotels)  

"

The security crisis that developed since the last quarter of 
2000 brought about a sharp decline in foreign tourism 
to Jerusalem. "

This expressed itself in the decrease of occupied rooms 
(-62 percent) in the first three quarters of 2001. "

This drastic reduction has hurt the economy in the city and 
has negatively affected tourist related services such as 
food, cabs and retail stores."





h) International Conferences in Israel and 
Jerusalem"

(And the Number of Overseas Participants Attending, 1993-1999)."
Jerusalem is Israel's most important center for international conferences. In 

1999 approximately 45 percent of all international conferences in Israel 
were held in Jerusalem. Some 14,441 people took part in these 
conferences, constituting approximately 48 percent of all participants in 
international conferences in Israel. "

Jerusalem has been one of the main international congressional centers in 
the world. This is reflected in the high number of international 
conferences in 2000 (40 conferences). Starting from the final quarter of 
2000 and throughout the year 2001, deteriorating security conditions, 
have lead to a dramatic decline in the number of conferences."





The Municipality in Detail (fin.)"

1.  Territorial Jurisdiction"
2.  Population and demographic characteristics "
3.  Costs of the Security Situation"
4.  Economic Profile of the Population of Jerusalem"
5.  Industry, Trade, Tourism"
6.   Infrastructure"



a) Residential and Nonresidential Units"

(In Jerusalem and Tel Aviv-Jaffa, 1999-2000)."
Although Jerusalem's population is approximately 80 percent 

greater than the population of Tel Aviv, and the city's 
geographical area is almost 150 percent larger, the number of 
residential units is similar in both cities. These figures would 
indicate that the average household in Tel Aviv is smaller than 
that of Jerusalem, particularly because of the large Ultra-
Orthodox and Arab population of Jerusalem. The amount of non-
residential units are much smaller in Jerusalem than in Tel Aviv. 
The number of nonresidential units has a major impact on the 
city's income from municipal taxes. "





b) Water and Sewage, 2000"

Length of the water system (in pipes): 1,097 km"
Number of customers: 160,400"
Length of the sewage system (in pipes): 1,152 km "

"Source: HaGihon: Jerusalem Water and Wastewater Works Ltd., statistics for 2001"



c) Parks and Gardens According to Types, 
2000"



How is Jerusalem doing?	


The wellbeing of a city is measured by 	

– Affordable housing	

– Adequate education	

– Employment opportunity	


	

What prevents the city’s populations from 
doing better?	

	

	



