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Municipal Boundaries 
One of the factors in determining the 

dramatic growth of population over the 
past 100 years, as well as its 
distribution among J’lems ethnic/
religious groups, is the redrawing of 
municipal boundaries. 



In other words … 
… One of the questions to ask is: 
 

 “what” is Jerusalem, i.e., what territory 
is Jerusalem?  



Why is this important? 
  Jewish law attributes a particular 

sanctity to Jerusalem as a whole; 
certain holidays are celebrated on a 
different date in Jerusalem, etc.  

  On the other hand, Jewish law does not 
determine the territory of the city; it 
follows the political map. 



Traditionally, “Jerusalem” referred to a 
walled city. (The walls were redrawn at 
various times.)  

“Jerusalem” is therefore not always in the 
same place or spread over the same area. 
The city is, in this sense, periodically 
“dislocated.” 

. 



The original “Jerusalem” is located outside the walled city, 
namely, in the village of Silwan that,  
due to the redrawing of municipal boundaries after 1967, 
is now again part of the city of Jerusalem 



Territory 
  Area of the “Old City” (the city inside 

the Ottoman walls): c. 1 km2. 
  Jordanian city (1949-1967): c. 6 km2. 
  Israeli city (1949-1967): c. 37 km2. 
  Israeli city today: c. 126 km2. 





1982 Jerusalem Basic Law 
  In 1982, on the initiative of right wing 

Knesseth member Geulah Cohen, the Israeli 
parliament voted in and the government 
signed a Basic Law that declared Jerusalem 
the “eternally undivided capital of Israel.” 

  The measure was meant to embarrass then 
Prime Minister Menachem Begin, who had 
once proposed such a law but was now 
negotiating with the Egyptians and had 
signalled willingness to partition Jerusalem 
between Israel and the Palestinians. 



Questions for research/
discussion 
  Does it make sense to speak of a 

unification of Jerusalem in 1967?  
  What were the reasons, goals, and 

planning objectives of the expansions of 
municipal boundaries following the 1967 
war? 

  Who set these objectives and why? 
  Were the goals achieved? 



Population 
Statistics are confusing since municipal 

boundaries were redrawn several times 
over the course of the 20th century, 
namely, by 
  the British Mandate (1931), 
  the United Nations (partition resolution 

1947, with corpus separatum including 
Bethlehem etc.) 

  the State of Israel (1949, 1967, and 1994). 





Acc. to Dellapergola (2001): 
  1946: 186,500 inhabitants. 
  1967: 267,800 inhabitants. 
  1998: 633,700 inhabitants. 
 
In comparison: the Ottoman census of 

1905 counted 7500 family units (50% 
Jewish, 30% Muslim, 20% Christian). 



Ratio Jews:Arabs (de jure 
population) 
  1946: 53.4% Jews. 
  Late in 1967: peaked at 73.5%.. 
  1998: declined to 68.4%. 
 
Note: This matters only if and when it is a policy 

objective to maintain a significant Jewish 
majority. But when did this become a 
meaningful or significant policy objective? 
Why did it fail despite all efforts to the 
contrary? Why does it matter? 
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54 Micro-Neighborhoods 
In order to predict demographic trends in 

a multi-ethnic, multi-religious city such 
as J’lem, Dellapergola and his team 
divided the city into 52 urban partitions 
(Statistical Areas) with clear 
demographic characteristics that were 
internally homogeneous and two groups 
whose residence could not be 
determined.  



Variants 
  Predominantly Jewish or Arab or other id of 

area residents; 
  Degree of religiosity in Jewish areas (as 

measured by voting records); 
  Average SES (socio-econ status) of Jewish 

areas w/intermediate levels of religiosity. 



Jewish Neighborhoods 
  There are 41 Jewish and 13 Arab areas in 

J’lem. 
  9 of the Jewish areas show a religious voting 

record of over 70%, 8 show a religious voting 
record of 40-69.9%. 

  Of the 20 neighboorhoods with a religious 
voting rec. of 11-39.9%, 13 represent a lower 
SES (measured by size of dwellling and 
dependence on public aid.)  



Arab and other 
  13 out of 54 statistical areas are Arab, 

Christian, or mixed (w/Muslim majority). 
  7 out of the 13 are Muslim, 2 are 

Christian, and 4 are mixed. 



Fertility levels  
  “Fertility levels and differentials 

represent one of the leading 
determinants of population growth in 
Jerusalem.”  

  “…fertility levels in Jerusalem were 
comparatively high and sharply different 
across subpopulations …” (p. 178) 





The Big Question: Housing 
  With the population large and growing, 

the big question has always been 
housing. 

 
 



Research question 
What is the issue with housing and 

development within the municipality of 
Jerusalem? 

Search on Google or other engine and 
find out what is going on in this respect. 

Suggested source: 
http://www.alternativenews.org/ (search 
for “housing”). 


